INDICATORS OF A POSSIBLE CHEMICAL INCIDENT (Continued)

Lack of insect life

Unexplained odors

Unusual numbers of dying or
sick people (mass casualties)

Pattern of casualties
Blisters/rashes

lliness in confined area
Unusual liquid droplets

Different looking areas

Low-lying clouds

Unusual metal debris

If normal insect activity (ground, air, and/or water) is
missing, check the ground/water surface/shore line for
dead insects. If near water, check for dead fish/aquatic birds.

Smells may range from fruity to flowery to sharp/pungent
to garlic/ horseradish-like to bitter almonds/peach kernels
to new mown hay. Itis important to note that the particular
odor is completely out of character with its surroundings.

Health problems including nausea, disorientation, difficulty
in breathing, convulsions, localized sweating, conjunctivitis
(reddening of eyes/nerve agent symptoms), erythema
(reddening of skin/vesicant symptoms) and death.

Casualties will likely be distributed downwind, or ifindoors,
by the air ventilation system.

Numerous individuals experiencing unexplained water-like
blisters, weals (like bee stings), and/or rashes.

Different casualty rates for people working indoors versus
outdoors dependent on where the agent was released.

Numerous surfaces exhibit oily droplets/film; numerous water
surfaces have an oily film. (No recentrain.)

Not just a patch of dead weeds, but trees, shrubs, bushes,
food crops, and/or lawns that are dead, discolored, or
withered. (No current drought.)

Low-lying cloud/fog-like condition thatis not consistent with
its surroundings.

Unexplained bomb/munitions-like material, especially if it
contains a liquid.

INDICATORS OF A POSSIBLE BIOLOGICAL INCIDENT

Unusual numbers of sick or
dying people or animals

Unscheduled and unusual
spray being disseminated

Abandoned spray devices

Any number of symptoms may occur. Casualties may
occur hours to days after an incident has occurred. The
time required before symptoms are observed is dependent
on the agent used.

Especially if outdoors during periods of darkness.

Devices may not have distinct odors.
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